Caring for medically fragile children in the home: an alternative theoretical approach.
Medically fragile children require extensive, ongoing care that is typically provided in the home environment. The phenomenon of "caregiver burden" has been the topic of many studies in which the hardships and everyday life stressors of families with medically fragile children are examined. These studies are limited in that they focus merely on the difficulties of care, which represent only one dimension of the larger phenomenon of caregiving. It is the purpose of this article to review the literature from an alternative perspective in an attempt to provide a more thorough understanding of the dynamic of caregiving for a medically fragile child.